Jackson says Kizer will start against the Bears | Sports 
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Today’s weather 
Areas of 
morning fog. 

oe 
ze High: 48 
Low: 29 

Wednesday: Colder, 38 | 25 

Thursday: Cloudy, 41 | 32 

Weather report, A2 


Metro&State 


Flu cases now listed as 
widespread in Ohio 

The Ohio Department of 
Health raises the level of flu 
activity in the state to “wide- 
spread,” the highest level of 
concern, as the number of 
flu-associated hospitalizations 
increased to 144 during the 
week ending Dec. 9. A3 


Nation&World 


U.S. blocks U.N. 
Jerusalem resolution 


The United States blocks a 
U.N. Security Council reso- 
lution demanding that the 
Trump administration rescind 
its Dec. 6 decision to recognize 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
and to eventually move the 
U.S. Embassy there. A4 


McCain feeling well: Re- 
publican Sen. John McCain 
expresses thanks for the over- 
whelming support as he bat- 
tles brain cancer, saying he is 
feeling well and looks forward 
to being back on the job in Jan- 
uary. A10 


Airlines struggle after 
Atlanta fire, blackout 


The nation’s air-travel system 
struggles to get back on sched- 
ule after a weekend fire and 
blackout at the world’s busiest 
airport forced the cancellation 
of over 1,500 flights just days 
before the start of the Christ- 
mas rush. AG 


Hershey’s sweet deal: Her- 
shey is expanding further be- 
yond chocolate, agreeing to 
buy the owner of SkinnyPop 
popcorn and Tyrrell’s potato 
chips for $921 million. AG 


Forum 


McCain a tireless voice 

for democracy worldwide 
Opinion: Sen. John McCain 
has never wavered in his con- 
viction that the U.S. needs to 
provide moral support to those 
who fight for freedom around 
the world. A9 


Sports 


On ahot roll, Cavaliers 
take a pass on practice 


The Cavaliers have played 19 
games in about five weeks and 
won 18. In that time they’ve 
practiced just three times. B1 


Diversions 


Director Patty Jenkins 
on ‘Wonder Woman’ 


“Wonder Woman” director 
Patty Jenkins says it was an 
“incredibly personal film for 
many of us about just strug- 
gling to be a good person and 
find her inner hero” P1 


cleveland.com 


What’ the forecast 
for Christmas weather? 


Get an early look 
at the Christmas 
Day forecast from 
cleveland.com 
meteorologist Kelly Rear- 
don, plus see the weather 
trends from holidays past. 
cleveland.com/weather 
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Amtrak disaster 


At least 3 dead as train 
hurtles off overpass 


ELAINE THOMPSON | ASSOCIATED PRESS 


Amtrak train cars lie on Interstate 5 alongside smashed vehicles while other cars hang partially off an 
overpass after the train derailed Monday in DuPont, Washington, on its first run on a new bypass route. 


Speed is 
focus of 
attention 


RACHEL LA CORTE 
AND GILLIAN FLACCUS 
Associated Press 


Dupont, WasH. — An 
Amtrak train making the 
first-ever run along a faster 
new route hurtled off an 
overpass south of Seattle on 
Monday and spilled some 
of its cars onto the highway 
below, killing at least three 
people, injuring more than 
100 and crushing two vehi- 
cles, authorities said. 
Attention quickly turned 
to the train’s speed. A web- 
site that maps location 
and speed using data from 
Amtrak’s train tracker app 
showed the train was going 
81.1 mph about a quarter of 
a mile from the point where 
it derailed, where the speed 
limit is significantly lower. 
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Seventy-seven passen- 
gers and seven crew mem- 
bers were aboard when the 
train derailed and pulled 
13 cars off the tracks. Au- 
thorities said there were 
three confirmed deaths 
and more than a dozen 
people with critical or se- 
rious injuries. 

About two hours after 
the accident, a U.S. offi- 
cial who with others was 


RUTH FREMSON | THE NEW YORK TIMES 
A victim of the Amtrak train derailment takes 
shelter at DuPont City Hall, where those who were 
not seriously injured were taken. 


briefed on the investigation 
said he was told at least 
six people were killed. No 
additional briefings were 
provided by late afternoon, 
and the official said he had 
no new information to ex- 
plain the discrepancy in the 
numbers. 

The official was not au- 
thorized to discuss the in- 
vestigation publicly and 
spoke to The Associated 


Press on condition of ano- 
nymity. 

A track chart prepared by 
the Washington State Depart- 
ment of Transportation shows 
the maximum speed drops 
from 79 mph to 30 mph for 
passenger trains just before 
the tracks curve to cross In- 
terstate 5, which is where the 
train went off the tracks. 
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National security strategy 


Trump: Russia, China are U.S. ‘competitors’ 
y, 


Davip E. SANGER 
AND MARK LANDLER 
New York Times 


WASHINGTON — President 
Donald Trump declared 
Monday that the United 
States faced growing com- 
petition from Russia and 
China, two great-power 
rivals that he said “seek to 
challenge U.S. influence, 
values and wealth.” 

But Trump, in present- 
ing a new national secu- 
rity strategy that carried 
distinct echoes of the Cold 
War, said nothing about 
Russian interference in the 
2016 presidential election, 
even though the official 
strategy document itself 
warns briefly of “Russia 
using information tools in 
an attempt to undermine 
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MANUEL BALCE CENETA | ASSOCIATED PRESS 
President Donald Trump lays out a national security 
strategy that reverses warnings on climate change 
and de-emphasizes multinational agreements. 


the legitimacy of democra- 
cies.” 

Trump referred instead 
to a Sunday telephone 


call from President Vlad- 
imir Putin of Russia, who 
thanked him for intelli- 
gence that the CIA had 


passed on to Russian au- 
thorities, which Trump said 
foiled a terrorist attack in 
St. Petersburg that could 
have killed thousands of 
people. 

“That’s a great thing,” he 
said, “and the way it’s sup- 
posed to work.” 

Trump broke with his 
two most recent predeces- 
sors, Presidents Barack 
Obama and George W. 
Bush, in announcing the 
national security strat- 
egy himself. But Trump’s 
speech seemed oddly di- 
vorced from the 55-page 
document, a blueprint for 
U.S. policy on issues includ- 
ing jihadi extremism, space 
exploration, bio-threats 
and pandemics. 
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Consent decree 


City plan: 
outsource 
probes 

of police 


Private firm would 
take up backlog 


Eric HEISIG 
eheisig @cleveland.com 


The city of Cleveland 
plans to hire a private com- 
pany to complete a backlog 
of unfinished investigations 
into citizen complaints filed 
against police officers. 

The new measure was de- 
tailed in a court filing the 
city submitted Friday that 
outlines its plans to prop 
up the beleaguered Office 
of Professional Standards, 
which has struggled for 
years to either complete in- 
vestigations or conduct them 
in a proper fashion. 

In general, the city’s plan 
calls for the six full-time in- 
vestigators and six tempo- 
rary ones to eventually focus 
solely on completing inves- 
tigations into complaints 
filed in 2018. Employees 
from an outside investiga- 
tive company, once hired 
and trained, would address 
the backlog of cases filed 
between 2015 and 2017, ac- 
cording to the court filing. 

There were 378 open in- 
vestigations as of Nov. 30, 
with 218 of those coming 
from complaints filed in 
2015 and 2016, the filing 
says. The city anticipates it 
will receive between 200 and 
240 complaints in the com- 
ing year. 
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State investigation 


Ohio IT 
officials 
erred on 
contracts 


Watchdog finds rules 
violated on no-bid pacts 


JACKIE BORCHARDT 
jborchardt @cleveland.com 


Ohio IT officials erred in 
awarding millions of dollars 
in unbid technology-consult- 
ing contracts, the state’s top 
watchdog has found. 

The Ohio Department of 
Administrative Services Of- 
fice of Information Technol- 
ogy’s practice of awarding 
noncompetitive contracts 
did not support “fair and 
equitable opportunities” for 
vendors wanting to work for 
the state, the Ohio inspector 
general concluded in a re- 
port released Monday. 

The inspector general’s 
office hired Florida-based 
Procurement Integrity Con- 
sulting Services to review 
IT contracts awarded by the 
department between April 
2015 and September 2017. 

The PICS consultants 
found the department 
awarded contracts to a se- 
lect few companies with- 
out considering that other 
companies were able to do 
the work. The department 
also didn’t have a process 
for evaluating whether the 
companies hired by the state 
were doing their job. 

The department’s no-bid 
practices also created op- 
portunities for “abusive and 
potential fraudulent activity,” 
the consultants concluded. 
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